
Volume: 2 - Issue: 1       April 2023 E-ISSN: 2583-4223

   

 

 
 

15 

Gender and Progress: An Academic Journal of  

Multi Disciplinary Research 

 

 

 

MUGHAL DYNASTY: A FASCINATING PORTRAIT OF 

INDIAN HISTORY AND CULTURES IN ALEX 

RUTHERFORD’S EMPIRE OF THE MOGHUL 

 

S. Amala Steffi 

PhD Research Scholar 

Mother Teresa Women's University 

 

Dr. A. Rajalakshmi 

Assistant Professor of English and Foreign Languages 

Mother Teresa Women's University 

 
 
Abstract 

 A fascinating and interesting historical fiction series by Alex Rutherford that examines the 

Mughal emperors is called Empire of the Moghul. The establisher of the Mughal Empire, Babur and 

whose last ruler, Bahadur Shah Zafar, is the focus of the six volumes of the series. Readers are given 

a thorough analysis of each Mughal emperor's life, reign, and key moments in each volume of the 

series, which focuses on a different one of them. Rutherford's fascinating and extensively researched 

writing style makes the series a fantastic choice for anybody interested in historical fiction or the 

history of India. 
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 One of the most significant empires in Indian history was the Mughal. Babur 

founded the Mughal dynasty in 1526, and it ruled India for more than three 

centuries, reshaping its society, economics, and culture. The Mughal emperors 

were renowned for their riches, military prowess, and patronage of the arts. The 

Empire of the Moghul series by Alex Rutherford takes readers on a journey through 

the history of the Mughal empire by giving them a deep insight into the lives and 

reigns of the six most significant Mughal rulers. The historical fiction series by 

Rutherford is a potent work that deftly weaves reality and fiction together to make 

a compelling tale. The first book in the Empire of the Moghul series is about Babur, 

the emperor who founded the Mughal empire. In 1483, Babur, a member of the 



Volume: 2 - Issue: 1       April 2023 E-ISSN: 2583-4223

   

 

 
 

16 

Gender and Progress: An Academic Journal of  

Multi Disciplinary Research 

 

Timurid and Genghis Khan families, was born in Fergana. The Mughal Empire was 

started by Babur, who after a run of military triumphs became the first Mughal 

emperor in 1526. During his reign, Babur fought in a number of major military 

engagements against Indian rulers as well as Afghan warlords. He was a talented 

military tactician and leader, and he exploited his little force to defeat vastly larger 

armies. He also supported the arts by commissioning a number of well-known 

works of literature, music, and art. From the emperor's early years in Fergana to his 

later years in India, Babur gives viewers a thorough glimpse at his life. 

 Humayun, the second Mughal emperor, is the primary focus of the second 

book in the Empire of the Moghul series. After Babur died in 1530, his son Humayun 

replaced him as emperor. Humayun's administration was marred by a run of 

military defeats when he was overthrown by the Afghan general Sher Shah Suri, 

and he was forced to flee to Iran. Humayun perused the works of great intellectuals 

and mathematicians throughout his protracted exile. His reign was short-lived, 

nevertheless, as he perished tragically the next year after falling down some steps. 

In the end, he made his way back to India in 1555 and reclaimed his throne. The 

book which primarily focuses on Humayun offers readers a thorough look at the 

reign and life of this depressed monarch. Rutherford does a fantastic job of 

understanding the political and social climate of the day and showing Humayun in 

a sympathetic and nuanced light. Akbar, commonly known as Akbar the Great, is 

the focus of the third book in the Empire of the Moghul series. Akbar, the third 

Mughal emperor, is recognised as one of India's greatest emperors. He rose to 

power after the death of his father, Humayun, in 1556 and reigned for more than 50 

years. Akbar was well known for his support of the arts, tolerance of religion, and 

military prowess. He abolished the Jizya tax, which was imposed on non-Muslims, 

in addition to instituting a policy of religious tolerance that allowed people of all 

faiths to freely exercise their religion. He also established a centralised government 

and made a number of administrative adjustments in an effort to improve the lives 

of his inhabitants. From his early years as a youthful prince to his latter years as a 

wise and pious emperor, readers may receive a full look at this great emperor's life 

and reign. The fourth book in the Empire of the Moghul series is about Jahangir, the 

fourth Mughal emperor. Jahangir succeeded his father Akbar to the throne in 1605 

and held the position for more than 20 years. Jahangir was renowned for both his 

appreciation of the arts and his tolerance of various religious convictions. His 
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turbulent relationship with his son Prince Khurram (who later adopted the name 

Shah Jahan) and his opium addiction made him particularly well-known. It 

showcases a thorough look into the life and reign of this enigmatic emperor, from 

his formative years as a young prince to his later years as a tortured and 

bewildered ruler. Rutherford paints a complex and thorough picture of Jahangir, 

and his account of the court intrigues and political manoeuvring of the time is 

interesting. 

 The fifth volume in the Empire of the Moghul series focuses on Shah Jahan, the 

fifth Mughal ruler. Shah Jahan ordered the construction of the TajMahal, one of the 

most well-known buildings in the world. Shah Jahan succeeded to the throne in 

1628 following the death of his father Jahangir and reigned for more than 30 years. 

During his rule, India saw the construction of some of the most beautiful 

monuments and a lot of military successes. Shah Jahan's latter years, however, 

were marred by conflict and tragedy. MumtazMahal died dead in 1631 while 

giving birth to their 14th child, and Shah Jahan lamented her loss for the rest of his 

life. Before his own son Aurangzeb overthrew him, he spent his final years in jail. 

The book which primarily focuses on Shah Jahan provides readers with a 

comprehensive look into the life and reign of this great emperor, from his formative 

years as a young prince to his final years as a dejected and unhappy ruler. 

Rutherford portrays Shah Jahan with compassion and nuance, and he does a 

fantastic job of evoking the artistic and cultural achievements of the time. Bahadur 

Shah Zafar, the last Mughal emperor, is the subject of Empire of the Moghul, the 

series' concluding volume. Between 1837 and 1857, Bahadur Shah Zafar presided 

over a trying time in Indian history. The Mughal empire, which was now a mere 

shell of what it had once been, was ruled by the British East India Company. In 

addition to being a poet, Bahadur Shah Zafar was also a scholar and a supporter of 

the arts. In spite of his efforts to keep his followers loyal, he was a weak leader who 

ultimately was powerless to stop the demise of the Mughal empire. This book gives 

readers a close-up view of this tragic and enigmatic king's life, from his formative 

years as a young prince to his latter years as a British prisoner. Rutherford portrays 

Bahadur Shah Zafar in a way that is both emotional and astute, capturing the 

complex mix of characteristics that made him such an intriguing historical figure. 

 The Empire of the Moghul series is a great achievement that vividly depicts an 

intriguing period in Indian history and provides readers with a deep and thorough 
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understanding of the Mughal reign. It is very astounding how skillfully Rutherford 

can create people that are both delicate and complex. In general, the Empire of the 

Moghul series should be read by anybody with an interest in Indian history or 

historical fiction in general. It is a fantastic achievement that shows how the 

narrative form can transport us to many times and locations. The ability of the 

series to convey the richness and diversity of the Mughal era is one of its strongest 

points. Rutherford is a gifted storyteller who can weave a complex web out of 

political machinations, social mores, and historical events. If Rutherford is 

describing the opulent court of Akbar or the bustling bazaars of Delhi, her writing 

is vivid and captivating, transporting readers to a world that is both familiar and 

exotic. The Empire of the Moghul volumes heavily focuses on the battle between 

tradition and innovation. The Mughal emperors were the heirs of a vast and rich 

cultural legacy, while ruling over a world that was changing swiftly. As they 

worked to expand their control and take over other territories, they had to compete 

with new concepts, technologies, and lifestyles. This contradiction may be seen in 

action with Akbar, a great reformer and innovator who nonetheless maintained a 

strong commitment to his traditions and values. An important subject that runs 

across the entire series is the relationship between power and morality. The 

Mughal emperors had immense power and frequently had to make difficult 

decisions that affected their subjects. Rutherford shows that a complex interplay of 

personal ambition, political expediency, and moral conviction frequently drove the 

Mughal emperors' actions. Whether they were killing northern rebels or making 

alliances with neighbouring countries, the Mughal emperors were always 

discussing the moral implications of their actions. 

 In the end, what makes the Empire of the Moghul series so engaging is its 

ability to humanise the great historical figures of the Mughal era. Rutherford uses 

his finely developed characters and gripping narratives to show the human side of 

these larger-than-life personalities. We can see their strengths and weaknesses, 

passions and worries, as well as their joys and sorrows. By bringing these great 

people to life in such vivid detail, Rutherford serves as a reminder that history is 

more than simply a list of dates and events; it is also a rich and complicated 

tapestry of human experience. The Empire of the Moghul series, as a whole, is a 

remarkable achievement that effectively portrays one of the most fascinating 

periods in Indian history. Through his carefully designed characters, gripping 
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storytelling, and delicate grasp of the complexities of power and morality, Alex 

Rutherford has created a cosmos that is both familiar and foreign, ageless and 

historically true. One of the series' greatest strengths is how much attention it pays 

to character growth. Over the course of the series, the many characters change and 

grow in response to the challenges and opportunities they face. From Babur's early 

fights to secure his authority through Aurangzeb's latter years of loneliness and 

regret, Rutherford illustrates the whole arc of each character, underlining their 

virtues and faults, accomplishments and mistakes. 

 Undoubtedly one of the most astounding aspects of the Empire of the Moghul 

series is its ability to defy our ideas of history and power. Rutherford demonstrates 

to us that history is never a simple story of heroes and villains but rather a complex 

tapestry of human experience by trying to humanise and complicate the 

personalities and events of the Mughal era. It is a created historical fictional version 

of work that challenges our assumptions and implores us to see history from a 

fresh perspective, making it both intellectually interesting and emotionally stirring. 

The Empire of the Moghul series, in particular, is a really great addition to the 

literature. Through its completely developed characters, fascinating plot, and in-

depth understanding of the challenges of power and morality, it gives readers a 

realistic and enthralling picture of one of the most interesting periods in Indian 

history.  
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